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the lymphatics of the broad ligaments led to a belief that these latter 
were the channels^ of infection. Cornet and Jani have shown what a 
prominent role coitus plays in the transmission of the disease, since 
the tubercle bacilli in the semen are especially virulent. 


Fibromyomatons Lipoma of the Uterus.— Seydel (Zeitschrift fur 
Geb. u. Gyn. t Band 1., Heft 2) describes a uterus which was extirpated 
for malignant adenoma of the vagina. A small intramural growth was 
found at the fundus, which presented the appearance of an ordinary 
fibromyoma, but on section was found to be filled with masses of fat. 
Only ten other cases of uterine lipoma have been reported. 

I he origin of the fat has never been satisfactorily explained. The 
writer leails to the theory of inclusion of lipoblasts in embryonic life 
thus agreeing with Merkel and Knox. 
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Precautions against Injury from Unsuccessful Attempts at Ex traction 
of Foreign Bodies from the Ear— Levtekt (ArchivjurOhrcnlieillcurule, 
vol. ba.. Nos. 1 and 2) draws attention to the dangers attending the 
attempts at extraction of foreign bodies impacted in the external 
auditory canal when these efforts are made under the conditions of 
imperfect knowledge of the parts dealt with, the use of improper 
instruments, or the lack of proper illumination of the operative field. 

A boy, aged four years, had, several days previously, thrust a pea into 
his left ear. The physician who was called attempted to remove the 
foreign body by means of a hair-pin and without the aid of proper 
illumination, ceasing his attempt only after causing both considerable 
pain and a sufficient bleeding to obscure the field. 

On examination the right ear was found to be normal both as to 
appearance and hearing power. 

The lining of the left auditory canal was much swollen, and in the 
meatus were blood and a trace of thin purulent discharge. 

On syringing with a normal salt solution the fluid ran freely from the 
left nostril, and as symptoms of pain and fever were wanting, the ear 
was lightly bandaged and the patient told to return at the end of ei»ht 
days unless unfavorable symptoms made an earlier visit advisable. ° 

Eight days later the swelling of the canal had so far diminished as to 
make an inspection of the drumhead possible, and there was found a 
large perforation, including almost the whole of the drumhead anterior 
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to the malleus, which was in normal position. The presence of the 
foreign body was not determined. 

At the end of another week the further subsidence of the swelling in 
the canal revealed the perforation in its full extent and a rounded foreign 
body lying within the middle ear upon the tympanic floor. Attempts 
at removal by syringing failing, because the fluid, instead of returning 
escaped through the Eustachian tube and nose; the auricle was reflected 
forward and the pea easily extracted by means of a blunt hook. The 
healing of the post-auricular wound was effected without incident, but 
treatment of the suppuration of the middle ear had to be subsequently 
continued. 

From this and similar experiences, coupled with a review of the 
literature of the subject, the writer draws the following conclusions: 

1. In all early cases, seen at first hand, the primary attempt at extrac¬ 
tion should be made wdth the syringe, and should the first attempt fail, 
this treatment should be successivmy repeated, unless it is found that, 
in consequence of a perforation of the drumhead and escape of the fluid 
through the Eustachian tube, this measure is negatived. 

2. 'When it has been definitely determined that removal of the foreign 
body by means of syringing is impossible, instrumental manipulation 
may be resorted to, but only under conditions of good illumination and 
with instruments which may be passed beyond the foreign body, between 
it and the canal wall, without injury to the deeper seated parts. If 
instrumental manipulation is found to be ineffectual without danger to 
the soft parts, the auricle should be reflected forward and the body 
extracted. 

3. In the event of previous attempts at extraction which have resulted 
in injury to and swelling of the canal walls, this swelling should be 
allowed to subside before further attempts at extraction are made. In 
the case of symptoms wliich demand immediate interference and extrac¬ 
tion, either through the lumen of the canal or post-aurally, this should 
preferably be done under an amesthetic. 


Eupfcure of the Drumhead Caused by a Blow upon the Ear.-— 
Meniere (Archives Internationales, vols. xvii.. No. 3) relates a case 
of a young man, aged twenty-five years, who received a blow upon the 
left ear in boxing, the hand of his adversary being covered with the 
ordinary soft leather boxing-glove. The blow was followed immediately 
by a sensation of sharp pain in the depth of the ear and by slight vertigo. 
Examination of the ear, one hour later, showed a rupture of the drum¬ 
head about 4 mm. in diameter in the anterior-superior quadrant, partly 
concealed by a few drops of blood. The subjective symptoms were of a 
very moderate character, but little pain and a slight tinnitus. 

The treatment consisted in the application of a warm douche of weak 
boric acid solution for three or four minutes and the subsequent stopping 
of the canal with a firm pledget of absorbent cotton; furthermore, the 
patient was advised, in the event of a desire to blow the nose, to abstain 
from the use of a handkerchief and to clear the nose by blowing gently 
with only one nostril closed at a time. In addition, the patient was 
directed to insufflate a warm boric acid solution. 

Three days later the opening in the drumhead was closed by a clot, 
and on the eighth day after the accident cicatrization was complete and 
the hearing absolutely normal; there remained only the .tinnitus as a 



